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Introduction to OVO Foundation

OVO Foundation is the charitable arm of OVO Energy. We were set up in 2014 with the
mission to support inspiring organisations with smart ideas to give young people a better
future. Our annual income is £1m and comes from a combination of customer and company
donations.

Over the past five years, OVO Foundation has had three key focus areas: youth poverty;
educational inequality; and energy access. Our youth poverty and education work is based in
the UK, whilst our energy access work is focused in East Africa. The latest news from our
projects can be found here.

We have recently agreed on a new strategy with sustainability at its heart. This new vision
better aligns OVO Foundation with OVO Energy's focus on supporting customers on a journey
to net zero carbon, whilst continuing to accommodate our existing projects that contribute to
social justice. Our new strategic direction is especially relevant given the launch of OVO's
sustainability strategy - Plan Zero.
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Our new vision is for all children and young
people to have equitable access to a
I sustainable future.
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This means OVO Foundation will focus more on funding projects that address issues that
relate to energy and climate change as they affect children and young people in the UK. We
know that achieving this vision will be driven and supported by people at a local community
level taking action to address global issues that affect everyone, demonstrating the potential
of small actions to drive big change.


https://www.ovofoundation.org.uk/
https://www.ovofoundation.org.uk/blog/
https://www.ovo.com/planzero/

We are therefore excited to be launching this call for ideas and proposals which marks our
first step towards realising this vision but continues to reflect our approach of supporting
innovative solutions that create lasting change.

We have a total funding pot of approximately £1,000,000 and will look to fund up to three
projects for three years. More information on how this funding will be allocated can be found
in the Call for ideas and proposals section below (pg. 6).

We look forward to receiving ideas and proposals from a diverse range of organisations who
would be proud to join OVO Foundation’s portfolio of projects. We already have a successful
track record (pg. 15) of developing and piloting new projects in local communities as well as
working closely with partners to support expansion and scale, and so are genuinely excited
about the opportunities our new direction creates as we work collectively to tackle the
urgency of the climate crisis.



Our new vision

Following a recent strategic review, OVO
Foundation has a new vision which is
underpinned by two long-term outcomes:

1) All children and young people live in
a sustainable community

2) All children and young people have
the skills and knowledge to take
action on sustainability issues, and
contribute to building sustainable
communities

We are launching a call for ideas and proposals
to find new partners and projects that work
across the following areas:

Sustainable
communities

Knowledge of
sustainability issues

Climate & atmosphere
| Energy efficiency &

access | Sustainable

housing & buildings

Education | Skills |
Opportunity

We are looking for exciting and interesting partners and projects that address both thematic
areas, e.g. Projects that increase children and young people’'s knowledge of sustainability
issues vgtkrs-"krn providing them with the skills, opportunities and/or resources to contribute
to creating sustainable communities. We also understand that children and young people
need to live in a sustainable community in order to thrive and fulfil their potential.

For more information on what we consider to be included in ‘Sustainable communities’ or as
part of ‘Knowledge of sustainability issues’, please refer to Appendix 1 (pg. 13).



Call for ideas and proposals

OVO Foundation is interested in hearing from potential partners who are at different stages
of developing and delivering their projects. We are as keen to find established projects with
robust measures and evidence of impact as we are to find promising early stage ideas, and
will flex funding as per the scale below:

Established

"E interventions with
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8 g Small-scale projects
C O that show positive
i R = change
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< ¢ Early stage ideas

..,:_J that demonstrate

potential for impact

Evidence of impact

To date, the scope of our involvement has varied according to project; we've been involved in
designing and delivering projects from scratch, to helping projects scale, to helping others
build capacity from a monitoring and evaluation perspective to demonstrate impact. For more
information on how we have worked with partners to develop programmes previously, please

refer to Appendix 2 (pg. 15).

We're particularly interested in bringing together multiple partners to deliver a more holistic
project which addresses communities’ multiple needs. Potential partners may already be
working together or may have a new partnership in mind which will allow them to combine
resources, share expertise and ultimately achieve more for children and young people. We'd
love to hear from partners who can complement each other's area of focus and are aligned
with our purpose and vision.

OVO Foundation supports children and young people from less advantaged backgrounds or
lower income communities so the projects that we'll fund will be working in UK geographic



areas and/or settings which have high levels of evidenced need amongst children and young
people.

More details on what we're looking for can be found in the criteria checklist (pg. 8).
Underpinning all projects is our willingness to collaborate, learn, and share experiences and
best practice across the sector.

Our final decision on how this new programme area is structured will depend on the types of
organisations who apply and the proposals we receive. We have a total funding pot of
approximately £1,000,000 and will look to fund up to three projects for three years. We
anticipate providing lower levels of funding to early stage ideas, and up to £350,000 for more
established projects over three years.




Criteria checklist

NOTE: We will only consider applications for projects that are developed and managed by a
legally identified not-for-profit.-

Okd™rd trd sgd jdx rdkdbsinm ~mc cdrhq™akd bahsdgh™ ~r ~ bgdbjkirs eng xntq ognidbs adengd ~ookxhmf.~

Key selection criteria:

Projects must:
1. Align with our purpose and vision by:

]

]

Seeking to improve both the physical environment surrounding children and young
people and increase their knowledge, skills and/or opportunities in relation to
sustainability issues.

Pursuing an ambition to ensure all children and young people have equitable access
to a sustainable future.

2. Target the groups that OVO Foundation is passionate about benefiting, which
means you:

]
[

]

Work with children and young people (up to 25).

Work in UK geographic area(s) and/or settings which have high levels of need
amongst children and young people, as measured by, for example, data on social
mobility, child poverty, or pupils in receipt of free school meals.

Support children and young people from less advantaged backgrounds or lower
income communities.

3. Be relevant, meaningful and clear on impact and clearly articulate how the project
will be measured including:

Demonstrate that there is a clear and compelling need.

Articulate how impact will be measured, focusing on outcomes as well as outputs.
Have data that, at a minimum, shows some positive change amongst those already
receiving or using your intervention. We will take a flexible approach to this question
where ideas or proposals are at an early stage.

4. Be confident in delivering, or having potential to deliver, high-impact projects at
the lowest possible cost which means projects:

Demonstrate value for money in terms of providing a high return on investment (i.e.
we seek projects that show high impact in relation to the funding amount), as well as
be delivered in a cost-effective way.

5. Share our ambition in wanting to scale which means:

[
]
[

Demonstrate potential to be scalable to other settings and geographic areas.
Have considered sustainability of the project beyond our investment.
Have a project budget up to £350k (for more established projects) over three-years.






